
June 2: USET SPF Alert: FCC Opens Tribal Priority Window for 2.5 GHz Spectrum 

 

Dear USET SPF Membership,  

On February 3, 2020, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced that the Rural Tribal 

Window has opened for Tribal Nations in rural areas to apply for unassigned spectrum over Tribal lands 

in the 2.5 GHz band for free before any commercial auction. The Rural Tribal Priority Window closes on 

August 3, 2020 at 6:00 PM EDT.  

Ownership of the spectrum can play a critical role for Tribal Nations in the deployment of broadband 

and other mobile communications services on Tribal lands. Under the Rural Tribal Window, Tribal 

Nations can own and utilize this critical asset in the furtherance of the exercise of our Tribal 

sovereignty at no cost to Tribal governments. Otherwise, Tribal Nations are subject to costly 

payments to non-Tribal third parties to access the spectrum over those Tribal lands.  

The spectrum consists of three different channels suitable for both mobile coverage and fixed point-to-

point uses. Depending on availability, Tribal Nations can apply for one, two, or all three of these 

channels and may designate their own desired license areas, as long as the entire area is rural Tribal 

land, and the applicant has a local presence in the area. Once a license is issued, the Tribal licensee will 

immediately have the authority to operate in those areas and on those channels not already 

licensed. Additional information can be found on FCC’s Rural Tribal Window website, available here.  

In addition, the House Native American Caucus and the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) 

have recommended to the FCC that the agency extend the Tribal Priority Window deadline for Tribal 

Nations seeking licensure. Copies of these letters are linked below. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Tribal governments have had to prioritize critical governmental services for COVID-19-related health and 

safety measures. This has posed barriers for Tribal Nations seeking spectrum ownership under the Tribal 

Priority Window.  

• House Native American Caucus Letter to FCC 

• NCAI Letter to FCC 

We recommend that our membership consider sending similar letters to the FCC and Congress to urge 

the extension of the Tribal Priority Window deadline.  
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-362248A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/25-ghz-rural-tribal-window
https://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20.4.9-Ltr-Adjustment-to-FCC-Timelines-for-2.5-GHz-Tribal-Priority-Win....pdf
https://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NCAI-Letter-Requesting-Extension-of-FCC-2.5-TPW-and-RDOF-Auction-FINAL.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/

